
Harney ESD

On April 28-29 Harney ESD, in cooperation with High 
Desert Partnership, OMSI, and GO-STEM, presented 
an outdoor activity called Fair in the Field. The event 
was held at the Owens Farm hay field and shop area. 

The first day was attended by Crane Elementary 
students in grades 3-5, and the second day was for 
all the rural schools. The students visited Activity 
Stations related to agriculture, natural resources, 

engineering, communications, journalism and wildlife 
management. Lunches were provided by Harney ESD, 

HDP provided snacks and string backpacks, and 
GO-STEM hub gave items for the backpacks. A big 

thanks goes to Carlee Stutz, Harney ESD’s SIA 
coordinator, for organizing such a fun-filled event.

Spring 2021

Important Dates

May 20, 2021
❏ ODE to Announce Harney 

County Teacher of the Year

May 22, 2021
❏ Crane High School Graduation

May 31, 2021
❏ HESD Closed for Memorial Day

June 7, 2021
❏ HESD Summer Hours Begin

Open Tues-Thurs

June 16, 2021
❏ HESD Board Meeting 1:30 p.m.

Besides Mother’s Day and Memorial 
Day, May is Mental Health Month, 

National Hepatitis Awareness Month, 
and National BBQ month! It also 

happens to be Better Hearing & Speech 
Month. Please see page 8 for more 
details about this special program at 

Harney ESD.

Check out our website!
www.harneyesd.k12.or.us
Twitter: twitter.com/HarneyService

Fair in the Field!

Tech Tip!

Be ready, staff and schools, new 
security measures will be 

implemented in the upcoming 
months, including password 

guidelines and updates and an 
emergency cybersecurity plan.

We are happy to help our schools, 
just give us a call. 541-573-4821.

To enter a help desk ticket:
Customer+Center
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Some of the activity stations at 
Fair in the Field included Birds of 
Prey; Bird Migration; Rangeland 
Monitoring; Telling Your Story; 
Plant Doctors; 3-2-1 Blast Off; and 
Water Use Activity.
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Sue Herringshaw is relocating to 
Idaho after an amazing career at the 
Early Childhood Center. Sue started 
at ECC by preparing Preschool By 

Mail Packets.  She was then hired to 
be the Education Manager where 

Sue managed the staff and 
curriculum for the education part of 
the Head Start program.  Over the 

years, Sue’s  job expanded to include 
being the Nutrition Manager and the 
Health Manager.  Sue has kept the 
center organized and functioning 
over all these years and will be 

missed.  Supervisor Donna Schnitker 
stated it is going to take three people 

to fill her shoes.  
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Hard to Say Goodbye! 

Jill Muilenburg, SLPA, is retiring 
in June after a 28 year career at 

Harney ESD. Jill has been a 
huge asset to the Speech & 

Language program at Harney 
ESD. She is always a joy to be 
around and so dedicated to her 
students. Jill is well-known for 

her creativity and holiday spirit, 
especially when it comes to 
Halloween and her inventive 
costumes. You can see some 
examples on the next page!
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A Sampling of Jill’s Halloween Costumes!
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Spotted Locally, A New Private School!

A young new intern is hard 
at work preparing for the 

future with a class of 
stuffed animals. We might 
have to have Janet reach 

out to the young apprentice 
and offer some tips on 
social distancing and 

masking. Teacher to pupil 
ratio is a bit high, but we 
understand an assistant 

was available.

Harney ESD recently said goodbye to 
board clerk, Hollie Held, who 

accepted a new position at Harney 
District Hospital. Hollie’s friendly face 
and helpful voice when answering the 

telephone are greatly missed. She 
was always willing to help out in so 
many areas. Madison Caldwell is 

assisting part time with the job until 
the position is filled. Thanks, 

Madison, you are a quick learner and 
willing to help with everything!

Wishing Hollie the Best!
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Sprucing up for Spring

Springtime in Harney County means 
sprucing up around the buildings. The 
gals are hard at work raking, pulling 
weeds and planting new greenery. 

Several bags of debris were collected . 
Gayle and Jill pulled lots of roots up and 
laid bags of large bark mulch to help the 

flowers and shrubs grow. 

Thanks, Jill and Gayle, 
for all the hard work. 

The grounds are looking 
so much better!
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Thank you, Pat Sharp, for your time and 
expertise on the board of Harney ESD

Pat Sharp, an ESD board member for many 
years, has chosen to let her term expire this 

year. Born in Germany, Pat came to the US to 
live at age 14.  Her family settled in southern 

Ohio where she went to high school and 
college, married Tom Sharp and started her 
teaching career.  Pat and her husband made 

their first trip west in the mid 1970s and 
decided that living in the western US was 
where they wanted to be.  A job transfer 

brought them to the Portland area (Tigard) 
where they spent 30 plus years. Pat and Tom 
have been property owners in Harney County 
for twenty years and moved here full time 14 
years ago.  They have a ranch just east of 
Burns. Pat has two grown sons and four 

grandkids. She is a retired educator and enjoys 
spending as much time as she can with family, 
especially her grandkids.  She also tries to find 
time for riding, yoga, cooking and gardening!

Harney ESD owes a big debt of gratitude for 
Pat’s exemplary service to the children of 

Harney County.     
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May is Better Hearing and Speech Month

The HESD Speech & Language Team is always excited to celebrate Better Hearing and 
Speech Month each May. This yearly event provides opportunities to raise awareness 

of communication disorders across the age spectrum and share information on the role 
of Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) and Speech-Language Pathology Assistants 

(SLPAs) in the community. 

SLPA Jill Muilenburg put together information for teachers at our partner districts, as 
well as staff at the ESD. This kind of outreach (with chocolate attached) starts 

conversations and builds stronger relationships between ESD specialists and our 
teachers, and ensures that resources and access are there when students need them.

Did you know that SLPs…

● Work with babies, children, and adults?
● Work in schools, hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, and more?
● Work on vocabulary, articulation, phonology, and social skills?
● Work on understanding AND using language?
● Work with people who stutter?
● Work with people who use AAC devices to help them communicate?
● Work right here in Harney County? 


